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   I want to welcome all of our families and friends 
and tell you what an exciting year this has been for 
all of us. It is hard to sum up all that the students 
have done. In this partial list, they have learned about 
themselves and each other, their strengths and gifts, 
and their interests and passions.  
   This year they have gone to the Chiricahua Moun-
tains, to New Mexico, to California, and to Tennes-
see, and on many local hikes and field trips. They 
have put on plays and concerts. They have gone to 
Phoenix to see a stuffed bear factory and to Picacho 
Peak to see ostriches. They have participated in a 
week-long camp to learn about horses and people. 
They have learned to read and write, read great 
books, written essays and reports, learned to add and 
subtract and tackled calculus and trig. They have 
made pottery  and designed and sewn clothing, 
painted and drawn, entered an art show and made a 
cardboard set of the Starship Enterprise. They learned 
to take, develop, and print their own photographs. 
They have studied Ancient Egypt, the Byzantine Em-
pire, World War One, and the effects of globalization 
on Africa. They have planted a garden and created 
with wood. They painted an art car and glimpsed into 
the world of local politics. They learned fruit fly ge-
netics. They grew and cross-pollinated Wisconsin 
Fast Plants. From three female and two male tilapia, 
over 300 tilapia fish were produced. They plan to 
have an “eco-friendly” fish fry next year. They made 
thermite — an aluminum and iron oxide mix that 
heats up to 4500 °. They made a salt-water aquarium 
and learned about the fragility of eco-systems. They 
learned the basics of cooking, marketing, labeling, 
and nutrition, and traveled the world through recipes 
of German cabbage and apples, French souffles, Jew-
ish knishes, Italian chicken scaloppini, and samosas 
from India. They have celebrated Cinco de Mayo and 
the Day of the Dead and learned Spanish along the 
way. In all of this and more, the teachers have found 
the teachable moments and the joy of learning. 

Looking Ahead . . . To Next Week 

Lisa Otey Concert  / Ice Cream Social 
Everyone is invited to come join us at 12:30 on Mon-
day. We will be having a concert by Lisa Otey, who 
will be teaching music at Kino next year!   
And after the concert, parents are encouraged to 
stick around for ice cream and a chance for one last 
end-of –the-year get-together.  

Monday:   

Tuesday:   

Rumplestiltskin 

Middle Level Productions presents—-  

When?  Tuesday, May 22 at 2:00 

Where? The Kino Castle 

Graduation:   7:00 Friday:   

   Kino graduations are always a very special time 
for the whole community and we hope everyone who 
can will attend. 
   For parents of younger students, it can be reas-
suring and moving to see the wonderful young adults 
who have grown up at Kino. It is clear from the 
speeches of the teachers and the students what a 
close and affectionate community we are. 
   Even if you do not feel like you know any of this 
year's graduates, your children have gone to school 
and been friends with them all year. Their atten-
dance at the graduation will be meaningful to them 
and to the graduates, too. 

Mary Jane’s General Meeting Speech  

On Sale All Next Week 

Kino School T-shirts in black or white 
$12 for most sizes 

$10 for childrens’ sizes 
Kino yearbooks    $18 

 While Supplies Last! 



 
 
 

Cailin Murphy came to Kino as an 8th grader. She says she jumped in feet first and felt 
like she was a Kino kid right away. 
Cailin has always had great ideas; her independent projects often sound so interest-
ing, other students want to join and they become classes.  History of Fashion (which 
Cailin also taught for one semester), Constitutional Law, and this year’s Anthropology 
class, were  all initiated by Cailin. One year, when she had been learning mechanics 
by revitalizing a riding lawn mower, she suggested we have a parade, which turned 
into our One-Inch Parade, with everyone in the school joining in. 
Cailin is adventurous. She loves to hike, bike, and rock climb. A couple of years ago 
she challenged herself with a year-long adventure: being a foreign exchange student. 
She spent her junior year going to school in New Zealand.  She wrote about that ex-
perience: 
“I grew up there more than I would have ever imagined. . . . I’m proud I went there 
and took everything head on.” 
Cailin has fit in a lot during her senior year, including two bouts of pneumonia. She’s 
been one of the students heavily involved in the Local Politics class and she’s been 
learning wood working with Chris while working for him at the Alamo Woodworkers’ 
Collective.   

Senior Profiles 

Cailin Murphy 

For her senior project, Cailin decided to combine her interests in learning more about graphic arts, photography, 
and journalism to create a magazine that would include articles on a variety of subjects. Over the year, the pro-
ject evolved into a vehicle for introspection. She included poetry, reflections, articles about topics of specific in-
terest, and thoughts about the future. 
Through her year in New Zealand, Cailin has acquired an interest in traveling. Her plan after graduation is to go to 
bartending school as soon as she turns 19  this summer, save her money, and then set out to see the world. 

Brendan D’Amore 

Brendan D’Amore has been a Kino student all through high school.  He decided he 
wanted to come here because he thinks the public school system is broken.  At Kino 
he, as he says, “dove into writing and music.”   He started playing the guitar in eighth 
grade. Now, in addition to performing at all the Kino concerts, he plays around town 
at Shot in the Dark, Epic, and other open mic venues. At this stage, he says he is play-
ing pretty exclusively his own compositions. 
   Among Brendan’s favorite Kino memories is the May concert last year on the basket-
ball court, playing Radiohead and Led Zeppelin with Jonathan Green, Elliott Berry, 
Andrew Davies, and Ian Wheeler. “We really went all out on that one.”   Recording 
the Kino CDs and learning to play back up for other performers has been more excru-
ciating, but Brendan acknowledges that these experiences are a valuable part of 
learning to be a professional musician. 
   Brendan’s writing has evolved from freshman fantasy fiction to his current bitter 
cynical writing. He says he has been heavily influenced by Chuck Palahniuk and 
Hunter Thompson.  For his senior project, he spent all year producing a vast quantity 
of writing which he pared, reworked over multiple drafts (as many as eighteen drafts 
on some pieces, says Felice) into an impressive book of poems, rants and stories.  
Along with the leather bound book, his senior project display includes a pile of pieces 
that didn’t make it into the book and a whole file cabinet of drafts and rejects.  
   In the near future, Brendan is planning to earn enough money to get his own place 
before starting at Pima in the fall. In the long run,  he doesn’t know whether it is 
writing or music that he’ll wind up pursuing. He’ll see which one works out first.  

Bahbahbuie; bahbahbuie 



 Samuel Greenberg 

Jonathan Kat has been at Kino for all of high school. One of his first projects as a new student was to 
build his own computer. His computer skills have steadily increased, to the point where this year he is 
making real money outside of school repairing computers. Inside school, he works with Ed and Mike Pol-
lack in maintaining the school’s computers. He’s our LAN expert, keeping all the school computers and 
printers linked with each other.  
Jonathan says he wasn’t particularly interested in metal work before he came to Kino, but he worked in 
the metal shop during his three-day visit and remembers thinking it looked like something he’d want to 
do more. As it turns out, he’s spent hundreds (maybe thousands?) of hours in the metal shop since then. 
Jonathan’s senior project is a perfect example of one kind of ideal. The high school handbook suggests 
that students find something that’s important to them and that they love doing, and use the senior pro-
ject as an opportunity to spend a substantial amount of time on it. All through high school, Ed has 
helped Jonathan keep on track in his other classes by kicking him out of the shop until he got assign-
ments done. As a senior, he’s been able to spend whole days there. 
In the course of this year, Jonathan designed and built himself a propane pow-
ered forge that gets hotter than 2500B (that’s when the thermometer melts). 

Samuel Greenberg has been a Kino student the longest of our four 
graduates, though we have seen very little of him these past two 
years. He started at Kino at the beginning of his junior high years, 
but Kino has always been just one facet of Samuel’s life: his passion 
has been focused on dancing.  
For the past two years, Samuel’s been studying and dancing back 
east.  He originally planned on returning to Kino for his senior year,  
but last spring, after winning an award in the American Grand Prix, 
he was offered a scholarship to the School of American Ballet, the 
school at Lincoln Center connected with the New York City Ballet. 
We are touched that, though he has been going to school elsewhere 
for the past two years, Samuel still thinks of himself as a Kino stu-
dent and wants to be part of the 2007 graduating class.  
Samuel’s original plan was to be here at the end of May so he could 
present his senior project, a dance performance, of course, and go 
through graduation. However, it turns out he will be in final re-
hearsals in New York then and can’t get to Tucson at all, so he will 
be sending us a DVD.  
Samuel is well on his way towards achieving outstanding success in 
his chosen profession. 

Jonathan Kat 

Jonathan says he chose to build a propane forge because it has no sulphur 
emissions, which is better for the environment and for the forger. He also 
made an assortment of forging tools, a straight razor, a cleaver, some neat 
crosses, a candelabra, and, according to Ed,  “a bunch of other stuff.” To 
show off his skills, he designed and welded a perfect rose. He’s now experi-
menting with metal patinas. 
So now that Jonathan has accomplished computer and metal working skills, 
which will he choose to pursue as his profession? Neither. He plans to con-
tinue working in both areas, but his long-term goal is to become a stock 
broker. He’s been interested in financial  markets for a long time, but he 
showed off his sophistication (or luck– that’s important for a stock broker 
to have, too)  last year when he made a fortune in oil futures in the state-
wide Stock Market Game.  



Karl Gerhart’s mother Paula brought by an abstract of the 
latest research Karl has been working on. Although he is 
still an undergraduate (he graduated from Kino in 2004), 
he is the second credited author of “Nanofluidic Sieves 
for DNA Separation Using Colloidal Crystal Technol-

ogy.”   Paula adds a note: 
 
“The masters students who have been working on this 
project are leaving, but Karl is okay with that . . . He says 
he will train the new graduate students who come on.  I 
wonder if Ed’s dark room training at Kino helped lay the 
foundation for what he expects in the lab?  I recall some 
issues with the darkroom. Also the science classes and 
getting results and interpreting those results.”   THANK 
YOU ED !!!! 

 
 

 

 Wouldja  
Believe  

By Michael 
McClintock 

In the deep ocean, light dwindles down to nothing, and 
the fish there live their entire lives in total darkness. 
They can’t see food coming, so they have to be pre-
pared to take any meal they can. That’s why the viper 
fish has such gigantic teeth it can never close its mouth!  
The fish is only about a foot long, but its teeth are 
about half the size of its head! When it wants to bite 
prey, the viperfish has to swing its jaw back nearly ver-
tical before it can! In fact, the viperfish has the largest 
teeth compared to its head of any animal! 

Come Check Out the Playground! 
Views of Sylvia Robbins — monitor 

    Although I’m a huge advocate for recess, I have 
to admit I was hesitant about volunteering as a Kino 
playground monitor. My own memories on the play-
ground are bitter sweet. At my old public school, we 
were not part of the multi-age curriculum and few 
social skills were developed with the older or 
younger kids. We rightfully feared the older kids, as 
there was constant teasing and bullying. Even the 
artificial playground was vicious, skinning our knees 
with gravel embedded in our flesh. Every day, some-
body was physically or emotionally hurt. 

    Naturally, I expected similar if not worse circum-
stances at Kino. After all, kids today have even more 
challenges facing them than my generation.  

    Well, I was in for a big surprise. First off, what 
makes the Kino playground very different is the 
natural, original landscape left with plenty of trees 
to climb and critters (rabbits, squirrels & lizards, 
etc.) roaming about. It has a very calming effect. 
But perhaps what makes the biggest difference is 
that kids at Kino, all ages, get along quite well inside 
and since they are not restricted to certain time 
limits outside, they come out peacefully rather than 
like the caged animals I remember from my grade 
school. 

    In the Kino scenario, students come outside with 
friends still discussing their work. Others come out 
by themselves, and may seek their solitude for a 
while. Wow, and nobody bothers them! 

    What is also amazing is to witness the talents of 
those whom you may not see at project night or at a 
concert. Not everybody is product oriented, but 
that does not mean they are not productive. Out-
side, I’ve seen what I call the “dreamers” whose 
dramatic play puts anything I’ve seen on TV to 
shame. Among these creators are also the 
“compromisers,” who plainly want to get along and 
partake in what’s going on. They stand out for their 
kindness and flexibility. Then of course there are 
the “leaders,” those who not only come up with a 
great new game but know how to change it when it 
isn’t working. 

    Basically, I’ve seen the Kino philosophy in action, 
extending outside the classroom. While I was on 
watch this year, no band-aids were necessary and all 
conflicts were resolved effortlessly among those 
involved. Personally, from all that I’ve experienced 
outside, I have no doubt that these Kino Kids, with 
their better developed social skills will make a posi-
tive difference in our changing, challenging world. 
They already are! 

Two Mothers’ Perspectives on Kino: 

Majorly good times on the Tennessee trip. 


