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   We all know 
that Sofia spends 
a lot of time in 
Humanities. 
Well, outside of 
Kino she is just as ambi-
tious and artistic. She 
spends every day, including 
weekends, at Ballet Arts. 
   Much to her happiness, all 
that hard work has paid off. 
This past February she went 
to Phoenix to audition for 
the Boston Ballet’s summer 
program and was accepted 
as an elite candidate! Audi-
tions were held in 23 cities 
and only a few students 
were selected for each cate-
gory out of hundreds who 
auditioned.  
   Sofia will be gone for five full weeks. This will be a 
challenging and intense experience where she will not 
only benefit from the best training, but also get to ex-
plore Boston’s rich cultural and historical offerings.  
   Sofia will surely have lots of adventures to share with 
us when she gets back! 

Congratulations to    

Sofia!    Johnny Lyons was a student teacher last semester, 
primarily doing language arts with middle level and 
junior high students.  Now he is back as a full-fledged 
teacher and he is showing his versatility. 

   Johnny grew up in New York, in the middle of the 
Adirondack Mountains. He says he spent his senior 
year in high school taking classes at the community 
college, and then went to Rensselaur Polytechnic In-
stitute, where he studied engineering.  Before he 
graduated, however, he decided that, while he liked to 
learn about engineering, it wasn’t the kind of work he 
wanted to do. After spending some time as a volunteer 
with the Student Conservation Association on a trail 
crew in Shenandoah National Park and then working in 
a summer camp and teaching skiing in Vermont, he de-
cided to go back to school in Missoula, where the Uni-
versity of Montana offered a degree in recreation 
management. The program was cancelled, however, 
before he could graduate.  He then decided he could 
do many of the same things with a teaching degree. 
Between Montana and Kino, he got married, traveled 
the US, became Ash’s dad, and spent a year and a half 
at Prescott College.  

   This year Johnny is teaching a junior high geography 
class called “Where the Heck Are We?” The class is 

starting big — with the creation of 
the universe — and then working its 
way down. He also takes regular hikes 
around the Kino property with the 
primary aged students.  He says, “You 
could call it Natural History.”  Or, he 
says, you could also say it is an oppor-
tunity for creative play and to prac-
tice leadership and teamwork. In the 
few weeks he’s been back, he’s taken 
students on field trips to the 
Flandrau Planetarium, the Reid Park 
Zoo, and hiking in Romero Canyon.  

   Johnny says he is looking forward 
to teaching music, philosophy, science 
and politics; he’d like to work with any 
age student who has a serious inter-
est in an independent project; and he 
likes doing anything outside and in 
nature. 

All About Johnny 



 

Thomas McNiece’s family is hosting  a group of twenty-
three visiting students from Japan, called the Starship 
Kids, next week.  Among the sights of Tucson , they will 
be visiting Kino on Friday, March 30.  Thomas says 
people who are interested in a party at his house the fol-
lowing day should talk to him. 

Get to School Early on Tuesdays  
For  Breakfast 

   Beginning next week, the students who are going on 
the Tennessee trip will be raising money by serving 
breakfast every Tuesday from 8:00 to about 8:25. The 
menu may vary, but they are planning to start with ba-
gels and a healthy hot cereal of some sort. Parents are 
more than welcome to come in and begin their day with 
a healthy breakfast!   

 Wouldja Believe  

By Michael McClintock 

   The mosque (Muslim Tem-
ple) of Sidi-Okhba in the Tuni-
sian city of Kairouan is fan-
mous for a chamber holding a 
great many columns appar-
ently taken from the acient city 
of Carthage. The columns are 
nicknamed the “Uncountable 
Columns” because for un-
known reasons any person who 
attempts to count the columns will have their eyes put 
out. Even to this day, no one knows just how many there 
are!  

Where Are They Now? 

   Well, two out of three of these former Kino students are 
probably somewhere near-by. Can you guess who they are ? 

Celebrating Spring 

   The primary students wanted to plant something special for 
spring. After thinking for a while, they decided to plant a 
tree. And then, after thinking about it some more, they de-
cided to plant a lemon tree that would provide shade and 

lemons for year to come.  

   They all planted the tree on Tuesday morning. They sang 
the old Peter Paul and Mary song Lemon Tree while they 
planted it, and then drank lemonade and ate lemon bars af-

terwards. 

   The new tree has been dedicated to the memory of Becky 
Duncan’s mother, in part because of the eighteen years that 
Becky worked back in the Early Childhood part of school. 
Becky says whenever her mother used to visit, they would 

plant flowers and eat lemon bars. 

Start Cleaning for the Yard Sale  
The storage shed will be delivered Tuesday, March 

27. You can start dropping off items you’d like to do-

nate any time between then and April 21 

   What makes a good home room of course 
differs with who is in it. Some people need a 
total authority or a mentor. Others are happy 
with an equal status in the group. No matter 
what, cooperation among all is important.  

Analysis of a Good Homeroom 
By Andrew Pawlicki-Sinclair 

Japanese Visitors at Kino  

   Another important part of having a good 
homeroom is a balance of freedom, activity, 
and joint creation. Homerooms can work to-
gether to create a Halloween activity, or they 
can make decorations, greeting cards, or 
whatever other crafty thing people come up 
with.  
   Games are also a fun way to participate as 
a community. There are some pretty tradi-
tional homeroom games. One is “The Clapping 
Game,” where one person leaves the room, 
the homeroom decides on a leader to change 
the action that people will follow, and the per-
son who left has to guess who the leader is. 
Another good game is “Honey I Love You,” 
where one person is chosen to say to anyone 
else in the homeroom, “Honey I love you, won’t 
you please smile?” That person must then reply 
“Honey I love you but I just can’t smile,” with-
out smiling or laughing. The important thing for 
homeroom games is that they be simple 
enough for the youngest homeroom members 
to be able to enjoy playing. 
   Homerooms also go outside sometimes, ei-
ther to play a game like hide-and-go-seek or 
tag, or just to be out in the fresh air. 


